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Books to Hook Problem Readers
by Anne Nicholson and Peg Cheney
from religion to boys and busts.
·Blume, Judy It's Not the End of the
World. Bradbury, 1972. 164 p. R.L.
5. This depicts an adolescent's realization that her parents can no
longer get along, despite her efforts
and that life doesn't end when
parents divorce.
Blume, Judy Then Again, Maybe I
Won't. Bradbury, 1971. 164 p. R.L.
4. Tony moves to wealthy suburbs
and must face changing social values
along with growing pains.
Byars, Betsy Summer of the Swans.
Viking, 1970. 142p. R.L. 6. In the
search for her runaway retarded
brother, Sara discovers something
about herself.
Catherall, Arthur .A Zebra Came to
Drink. Dutton, 1967. 128p. R.L. 7.
This is an excellent animal story
relating the constant struggle for
survival in the African wilds.
Cleaver, Vera and Bill Me Too. Lippincott, 1973. l 58p. R.L. 6. Lydia
attempts to succeed where others
have seemingly failed in educating
her retarded twin sister.
Crawford, Charles Bad Fall. Harper
and Row, 1972. 140p. R.L. 6. Sean,
a high school student, is taken in by
the charisma of a new boy in school
whose practical jokes border on the
sadistic.
Donovan, John Remove Protective
Coating a Uttle at a Time. l larpcr
and Row, 1973. !Olp. R.L. 8. By
relating incidents in 13 year old
Harry's life, John Donovan describes
in a funny-sad way, the maturation
process.
Donovan, John Wild in the World Harper and Row, 1971. 94p. R.L. 5.
This is a stark story of a New Hampshire mountain man whose only

The following titles were reviewed
at the April MRA conference illustrating some techniques for introducing
them to students. The list is reprinted
here for those who did not receive
one at the conference.
The books are selected for students
in the 7th - 12th grades who are
'problem' readers. We define problem
readers for this list as those who can
read ( even if at a minimal level) but
who don't read. The criteria used in
selecting the titles were that the books
should be:
1. of high interest to adolescents
2. recent publications
3. easy to read (we used the Smog
readability formula which is consistently about two years higher
than the Dale-Chall)
4. short
5. good literature that we feel comfortable recommending. (Some
titles will be considered controversial and therefore should be
reviewed before blanket recommendations should be made.)
Adoff, Arnold Malcolm X. Crowell
1970, 41 p. R.L. 4-5. This is one of
a series of short easily read biographies which can provide an introduction into people and a springboard to larger biographies.
Anonymous, Go Ask Alice. PrcnticeHall, 1971, Avon paperback. 188p.
R.L. 7. This book gives a clear view
of two sides of the drug scene and
needs no introduction to most high
school students because they arc
already reading it.
Blume, Judy Are You There, God? It '.'i
Me Margaret. Bradbury, 1970. Dell
paperback, 1972. 149p. R.L. 5.
Margaret attempts to cope with the
everyday problems of growing up,
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friendship they have begun.
companion is a dog who befriends
him.
Hall, Lynn Sticks and Stones. Follett,
Douglass-Morrow
Maurie
Tempo
1972. 220p. R.L. 9. The false
rumor that he is a homosexual alBooks, 1973. 180p. R.L. 6. Presented as a film-script with camera
most destroys Tom after he moves
directions, this is the true story of
to a small Iowa town.
Maurie Stokes, professional basket- Hunt, Irene No Promises in the Wind.
ball player, who was disabled as the
Tempo paperback, 1970. 223p. R.L.
result of a fall on the court.
7. Many hardships and adventures
Educational Broadcasting Co. VD
are the lot of three boys who leave
Blues. Avon paperback. 1973. 183p.
Chicago homes during the depth of
R.L. 10. Thi~ is the script of the TV
the depression.
program hosted by Dick Cavett Hunter, Kristen Guest in the Promised
which is a frank open discussion of
Land. Scribners, 1973. 133p. R.L.
the dangers of "syph and clap" and
5. Today's Black youths speak for
how to avoid them.
themselves in this collection of
Feelings, Tom Black Pilgrimage. Lothstories told with humor and iruigh!.
rop, Lee, 1972. 72p. R.L. 8. More Johnson, Eric W. Love and Sex in
than an attractive portfolio of the
Plain Language. Lippincott, 1967.
author's works, the book is also a
68p. R.L. 10. Written specifically
personal statement of his philosofor junior high students, thisbook
phy on being black in today's world.
is based on the assumption that "to
Friss-Baastad, Babbis Don't Take
act responsibly a person needs all
Teddy. Scribners, 1967. 218p. R.L.
the relevant knowledge he ,. ;,can
6. After Teddy seriously injured a
understand." This is not just a
boy in a fight, Mikel feels .he must
facts book but includes social, emoprotect his retarded brother from
tional, moral and ethical aspects as
the police by running away to the
well.
mountains, but survival seems im- Kerr, Judith When Hitler Stole the
possible.
Pink Rabbit.
Coward-McCann,
1972. 19lp. R.L. 6. After fleeing
George, Jean Julie of the Wolves.
Germany on the eve of Hitler's
Harper and Row, 1972. 170p. R.L.
election, Anna begins life as an im7. Julie, or Miyas (her Eskimo
migrant in this warm family porname) becomes lost on the Alaskan
trait.
tundra, and realizes that her ~rnly
hope of survival lies in somehow Kerr, M.E. Dinky Hocker Shoots
Smack. Dell paperback. 1972. 192p.
getting food from the wolves.
R.L. 7. Dinky's mother is so inGeorge, Jean Who Really Killed Cock
volved in her work at the drug
Robin? Dutton, 1971. 149p. R.L.
center that she is oblivious to her
7. An ecological mystery unfolds as
own daughter's problems until
Tony seeks the facts behind the
Dinky gains her attention in a
death of a robin clues to other imbizarre way.
balances in wild life -·an interesting
idea appealing to the science- Lifton, Betty Jean and Tom Fox,
The Children of Vietnam. Athenminded.
eum, 1972. 109p. R.L. 8. Two
Graham, Gail Crossfire. Pantheon,
journalists record with short articles
1972. 13Sp. R.L. 5. Despite fear
and sensitive photographs what
and distrust, an American G.I. and
Vietnamese children find that they
years of war have done to the most
must depend on each other for
vulnerable part of Vietnam - the
survival. The war brings a tragic,
children, in a graphic antiwar stateperhaps inevitable, end to the
ment.
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Randall, Florence The Almost Year.
Atheneum, 1972. 239p. R.L. 5.
A poltergeist seems to plague the
family after a Black girl moves in
for the school year. She realizes
that hers is not the only troubled
spirit which may be its cause in this
subtle blend of realism and the
supernatural.
Reiss, Johanna The Upstairs Room
Crowell, 1972. 196p. R.L. 5. The
author recalls the years spent in
hiding from the Germans during
World War II in the home of Dutch
peasants in this sensitive account of
growing up.
Schwartz, Alvin A Twister of Twists
and a Tangier of Tongues and Tomfoolery. Lippincott, 1972. These
two collections of tongue twisters
and jokes from American folklore
are designed to exercise your
tongue, brain and funny bone.
Sleator, William Blackbriar, Dutton,
1972. 212p. R.L. 8 This is a good
mystery involving the occult whose
setting is an old house in an isolated
part of England which was once
used as a pesthouse for people suffering from Black Plague.
Sleator, William Run. Clarke, Irwin
and Company, 1973. 11 lp. R.L. 8.
This mystery involves three teenagers in an isolated resort home
during off-season. Slea tor builds
suspense to a peak and then collapses the reader in comic relief.

Linevski, A. An Old Tale Carved Out
of Stone. Crown, 1973. 230p. R.L.
6. A young boy becomes religious
leader to his people even though he
must manufacture miracles to save
his people and himself in this stark
description of the harsh realities
of Stone .!ge life.
Mohr, Nicholasa Nilda Harper and
Row. 1973. 292p. R.L. 7. Nilda
and her family struggle for survival
in New York City's El Barrio of the
1940's.
Neufeld, John Sleep, Two, Three,
Four. Harper and Row, 1971. 210p.
R.L. 8. A small group of teenagers
flee the government of President
Waglason who have come to have
absolute power resulting from indirect terror tactics. This is a futuristic novel with interesting implications in view of current political
trends.
O'Brien, Robert Report on Group 17
Atheneum, 1972. 210p. R.L. 8. In
this believable science fiction novel,
a foreign scientist manages to abduct
a young girl to use as his human
subject in his experiments with
mind controlling drugs.
Peck, Robert Newton A Day No Pigs
Would Die. Dell, 1972 paperback.
139p. R.L. 5. Full ofaction, humor,
and tender moments, this is a series
of vignettes revealing an adolescent
farm boy's relationship with his
Shaker father.
Platt,KimHeyDummy. Chilton, 1971.
l 70p. R. L. 4. In trying to understand and protect brain damaged
Alan, Neil becomes a fugitive from
the police.

Anne Nicholson is Junior High Librarian
and Peg Cheney is Secondary Reading Consultant for Holt Public Schools.
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MRA Membership Dues $2.00
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Remember.

MRA CONFERENCE
April 13, 14 and 15

GRAND RAPIDS
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